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Fannie Lou Hamer, during her prime years, was a force to be reckoned with. She endured many atrocities in her quest for equal voting rights for all. She was born on October 6 of 1917, the 20th born in a huge family. She grew up from an ordinary black Mississippi girl to a renowned fighter for justice and equality during her entire lifetime. She also became an important voice for African Americans in their fight for equal economic opportunities. Her life was with gruesome events that somehow had a direct impact on her activism career.

By the time Hamer was 6 years old, she had already started picking cotton despite having fight through a bout of polio in her early years. In 1925 Hamer came face to face with the reality of being black in America when she encountered Joe, a local sharecropper, hanging from a tree. Due to the prevalent economic inequality, Hamer was forced to drop out of school at the age of 12 and was solely committed to cotton picking. By the age of 13, Hamer made about one dollar from picking as much as 400 pounds of cotton in a day. Due to her reading and writing skills, she was promoted to the plantation's timekeeper. She soon discovered how much the managers would manipulate numbers and take wages that fairly belonged to the Sharecroppers. For fairness, Hamer started tilting the scales and ensuring that people were not cheated. The research paper is going to focus on moments that shaped Hamer's activism career, the value and use of fame to Hamer and those around her, how Hamer came into the limelight and the achievements that came as a result of Hamer's sacrifices delving briefly into the books of history giving occurrences that shaped the moments.

For the research essay, I referred to books that give accounts of Fannie Lou Hamer's lives. The books are credible because they were written by professional authors who studied the life of Hamer for some time. Other sources of information include websites that credible organizations and professional investigative writers.

The first source I would like to explore in this research essay is an article detailing the life of Hamer by Debra Michals. In 1961, in what was "the turning point of Hamer's career" she underwent surgery to remove a tumor in her uterus; when she came to, the white male doctor assigned to her had performed a hysterectomy without her consent. "Mississippi appendectomy", a term Hamer made, was so common in the area that six out of ten negro women who went into the hospital would be forcefully sterilized as a way to control black populations (Michals para. 3). Forced sterilizations have a very dark history and presence in America's socio-political history. They were mainly racially motivated, though several other factors also came into play. What is even more bizarre about all this is that there were sterilization laws that were frequently passed. Mississippi proposed a law that made having more than one child illegal, and one could face jail time for the same; to escape jail time, a person could opt for sterilization. On August 31 1962, Hamer started using her now growing influence and fame to advocate for the rights of the minority groups; together with seventeen other people, Hamer went to the courthouse in Mississippi in an attempt to register to vote. Only Hamer and one other man were allowed to fill out an application and undergo a literacy test. At the time, literacy tests were designed to ensure that black people would be barred from voting. As expected, the literacy test performed its function accurately, to make matters worse, their bus was stopped by the police on its way home and fined 100 dollars for being too yellow, and yes, you read that right, they were fined because their bus was too yellow. After living and working on the plantation for 18 years and her husband for thirty years, Hamer's family was thrown out because she had refused to withdraw her registration to vote in the elections; these chain of events for any normal person would be sick and tiring and push any person to the edge.
 The next source material for the research essay is a publication by Keisha Blain. With no place to stay, Hamer was forced to move in with a friend, where she missed death by a whisker after a mob of white supremacists sprayed their house with bullets, this event motivated her to fight on, she believed that God was on her side and that she would eventually win (Blain) . On January 10 1963, Hamer finally passed the literacy test but again could not qualify. In some regions of America at the time, one was required to pay tax to vote, the poll tax.
Similarly, the tax ensured that the poorest American people could not vote. The Tuscaloosa Newspaper published an article throwing in their support for the poll tax claiming that their paper believed in white supremacy and the poll tax ensured just that. Due to political pressure from civil rights activists like Hamer, most states scrapped these laws in the later years. Even if it seemed like the whole world was against Hamer, she continued fighting for desegregation and against voter suppression in America. On June 9 1963, Hamer and a few other activists were returning from voter registration and civic education training session in South Carolina on a bus when they were arrested by police who got a tip from the bus driver. The activists would later be detained for three days. In those three days, Hamer, in particular, was subjected to intense beatings that left her with lifelong injuries to her head and lower abdomen. Although a brief trial was conducted, the police were cleared for their actions. Working with the all-white Democratic Party proved difficult for apparent reasons; which led Hamer to co-founded the Freedom Democratic Party. She would use her political influence in the party to fight for equality and voting rights.
To get the full scope of Hamer’s influence on politics, I sourced information from a paper by Brooks and Houck. On August 22 1964, Hamer gave a testimony before the credentials committee at the Democratic National Convention. To show that she was not afraid of anyone, she started by giving her full home address. President Johnson was terrified of the impact of her testimony; to the point that he tried to divert the media's attention, which ultimately backfired as there was more coverage on her testimony. The Convention rejected the demands of the MFD and offered them new terms, which they rejected. Hamer, as I have shown so far, was one of the pioneers of equality in democracy. She would run for congress a few more times in the following years despite facing opposition. She even helped Robert G. Clark get elected in the state house of representatives (Brooks and Houck pp. 86-93). Using her influence Clark was able to defeat the white-only rule in Mississippi State Legislature.
The last research material for the essay is a book by Maegan Parker Brooks which details various contributions by Hamer. In 1968, the Democratic Party, due to pressure, was forced to begin an enquiry on equal representation. The moment of triumph came when she was finally recognized as a delegate for Mississippi in the Democratic Convention. By this time, she was very popular in the world of civil activism. It is important to recognize her impact and influence in protesting against the ongoing war in Vietnam at the time. Another notable accomplishment was fighting poverty (Brooks pp. 121-166), she helped form the Freedom Farm Co-operative, geared towards economic equality in racial America. The Co-operative would buy land and help black people farm collectively, mainly with the help of donors. The Freedom Farm Cooperative managed to bring black families together.  Hamer is also credited with the voting rights passage; Hamer victory in the court even allowed the elections to be nullified due to the intense discrimination. Another notable accomplishment by Hamer was her role in the desegregation of schools in Mississippi which resulted in the courts ordering the segregated schools to merge into a single public-school system.
As discussed, the stellar achievements of Fannie Lou Hamer cannot be addressed in one sitting; she used her influence in the community to help those around her as well as those that were underprivileged. A series of events fueled her determination and the brevity needed to fight for the rights of the oppressed. 


Works Cited
Blain, Keisha. “'God Is Not Going to Put It in Your Lap.' What Made Fannie Lou Hamer’s 	Message on Civil Rights So Radical-And So Enduring”. University of Pittsburgh, 2019. 	Web. 4 October 2019.
Brooks, Maegan Parker. A Voice That Could Stir an Army: Fannie Lou Hamer and the Rhetoric of the Black Freedom Movement (Race, Rhetoric, and Media Series). Reprint, University Press of Mississippi, 2016.
Mills, Kay. “Fannie Lou Hamer: Civil Rights Activist”. University Press of Kentucky, 2007. 	WEB. April 2007
Mills, Kay. “This Little Light of Mine: The Life of Fannie Lou Hamer (Civil Rights and 	Struggle)”. University Press of Kentucky. 2007. Print. 
Michals, Debra. “Fannie Lou Hamer.” National Women’s History Museum, 2017. Web. 2017
Maegan Parker Brooks. Davis W. Houck, and Davis W Houck. “Speeches of Fannie Lou Hamer:
To Tell It Like It Is” University Press of Mississippi, 2010: 233. ProQuest. Web. 3 December 2010

